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In 1833 Mylne was probably the most inde-
pendent thinker in the Scottish philosophical pro-
fessoriate, although he makes no appearance in.
histories of philosophy, or even in the philosophical
library. He was, I believe, inclined to the school
represented by Hartley in England and Condillac
in France, rather than to the spiritual realism of
Eeid. A book of lectures by Professor Young of
Belfast, who was one of his pupils, is said to be a
recast of the prelections of the Glasgow professor.
In politics Mylne was a philosophical Radical, and
he offended many by going to a Glasgow public
dinner in honour of Daniel O'Connell, when the
Irish liberator visited Scotland. Besides watching
the movements of Mylne, I sometimes in my
solitude contemplated the children of the pro-
fessors at play. I believe that one of those I
used to see is now Lord Kelvin, whose father
then filled the chair of Mathematics in Glasgow.
In that spring, too, I saw at Paisley Sandford's
election under the newly extended franchise of
the great Keform Bill; and on another day I
travelled in a steam - carriage on the highroad
between Glasgow and Airdrie, this locomotive
agency being then and there experimented on,
before steam on railways was known in Scotland.gs, on his way from his
